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SUBJECT: AUSTRIA TO JOIN SPACE LAB AGREEMENT: REQUEST 
FOR USG APPROVAL 

1 . THE FRENCH MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS SENT THE 
FOLLOWING NOTE TO EMBASSY ON MARCH 17 (SCIENTIFIC 
AFFAIRS NO. 232 QS/SE): 

QUOTE. REFERRING TO ITS NOTES NO. 397 QS/SI OF 
JUNE 3, 1977 AND 3L QS/SI OF JANUARY 13, 1978, THE 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS INFORMS THE EMBASSY OF 

THE USA THAT ALL EUROPEAN STATES WHICH SIGNED THE 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE USA AND SOME 
GOVERNMENTS MEMBERS OF THE EUROPEAN ORGANIZATION OF 
SPACE RESEARCH REGARDING A COOPERATIVE PROGRAM FOR THE 
DEVELOPMENT, THE ACQUISITION AND THE UTILIZATION OF A 
SPACE LABORATORY IN CONNECTION WITH THE SPACE SHUTTLE 
SYSTEM HAVE NOW AGREED TO THE ADHESION OF THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF AUSTRIA TO THIS AGREEMENT. 

CONSEQUENTLY, THE EUROPEAN SPACE AGENCY HAS 
REQUESTED THE MINISTRY TO CONTACT THE EMBASSY AND ASK 
THE US AUTHORITIES TO KINDLY INDICATE THEIR POSITION 
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IN THIS RESPECT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, AND THAT IS THE 
PURPOSE OF THIS NOTE. 

THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AVAILS ITSELF 
OF THIS OCCASION TO RENEW TO THE EMBASSY OF THE USA 
THE ASSURANCES OF ITS HIGHEST CONSIDERATION. UNQUOTE. 

2. ACTION: REQUEST DEPARTMENT ADVISE ON RESPONDING 
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TO THE GOF. 
HARTMAN 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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